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Responsibility Versus Attraction: Psychoanalysis of Robert Frost’s 
‘Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening’ 

                                                                        Dr.Ujwala Vijay Patil 
                                                                               Assistant Professor 

                                                                                     Department of English 
                                                                      A.S.C.College  

                                                                                       Ramanandnagar(Burli) 
  

Abstract 
‘Stopping by the Woods on a Snowy Evening’ was written by American poet  Robert 

Frost in 1922 and published in 1923, as part of his collection New Hampshire.  The poem is told 
from the perspective of a traveler who stops to watch the snow fall in the forest and in doing so 
reflects on both nature and society. The poem is highly symbolical and hence opts  for multiple 
interpretations multiple interpretation. In the light of Post Modernist theory , it is really a 
reader’s text which gets meaning as per the interpretation done by the reader.The principles; 
nothing exists outside the text and meaning is nothing but play of mind on arbitrary signs in the 
system of language  are perfectly applicable to the poem. Since its publication in 1922, the poem 
is variously interpreted as an ambivalence of mind, meditation on death, conflict between 
individual desires and social restrictions, conflict between responsibility and attraction and so on. 
However the present paper tries to study the poem in the light of Freud’s concept of mind and its 
working on three levels; id, ego and superego. The first stanza of the poem is the manifestation 
of the working of id; the primitive part of mind. The second stanza stands for conscience which 
follows all the moral and social rules and is controlled by superego. The final stanza stands for 
the rational and pragmatic choice made by the ego which works as the balancing factor between 
extreme primitivism of id and extreme conscience of superego. 
Woods are lovely, dark and deep 

But I have promises to keep 

And miles to go before I sleep 

And miles to go before I sleep(84) 

Finally speaker confesses that the woods are lovely, dark and deep and he is attracted towards 

wood. However he chooses the path of responsibility than temporal attraction. He is sure that this 

path will lead him to his final destination,  

“And miles to go before I sleep" (84) 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Keywords: Id, Ego, Superego, Psychoanalysis, primitive, conscience 
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‘Stopping by the Woods on a Snowy Evening’ was written by American poet Robert 

Frost in 1922 and published in 1923, as part of his collection New Hampshire.  A traveler 

passing by the woods is attracted towards woods and   stops to watch the snow fall in the forest . 

The poem is highly symbolical and hence become object of  multiple interpretations multiple 

interpretation. In the light of Post Modernist theory, it is really a reader’s text which gets 

meaning as per the interpretation done by the reader. The principles; nothing exists outside the 

text and meaning is nothing but play of mind on arbitrary signs in the system of language are 

perfectly applicable to the poem. Since its publication in 1922, the poem is variously interpreted 

as an ambivalence of mind, meditation on death, conflict between individual desires and social 

restrictions, conflict between responsibility and attraction and so on. However, the present paper 

tries to study the poem in the light of Freud’s concept of mind and its working on three levels; id, 

ego and superego. 

       Sigmund Freud has postulated the theory of personality .Sigmund Freud’s psychoanalytic 

theory of personality argues that human behavior is the result of the interactions among three 

component parts of the mind: the id, ego, and superego. This theory, known as Freud’s structural 

theory of personality, places great emphasis on the role of unconscious psychological conflicts in 

shaping  behavior and personality .According to Freud, our personality develops from the 

interactions among what he proposed as the three fundamental structures of the human mind: the 

id, ego, and superego. Conflicts among these three structures, and our efforts to find balance 

between desires of mind and moral and social  constraints. The choice we make in such situation 

works as mediator between two overarching behavioral tendencies: our biological aggressive and 

pleasure-seeking drives versus our socialized internal control over those drives.  . The present 

paper studies the conflict between attraction and responsibility as conflict between id and 

superego and the final choice emphasizing strong and emphatic ego. 

       The speaker finds the woods very alluring, drawn both to their darkness and depth. The 

speaker knows the owner of the woods; however he is sure that he will not see him. The owner's 

home is far away in the village, and thus he is physically incapable of seeing the speaker pause to 

watch the snow fall in the forest. The id is attracted towards woods, at the same times wants to 

confirm that nobody knows this. The speaker thinks his or her horse must find it strange to stop 

there on the darkest evening of the year. “My little horse”(84) stands as  the symbol of superego, 
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conscience, and  moral compass. It thinks it queer to enjoy the possessions of other. So the mind 

faces the question, “Is there some mistake?” (84)  They  are surrounded only by the forest and a 

frozen lake. Speaker’s ego is so strong that he never forgets his obligations to fulfill.  

     Thus, though he or she would like to stay and rest, the speaker has many promises to keep and  

many more miles to go before he reaches his final destination.The natural world, the primitive 

instincts are  “lovely” and overwhelming. It tempts  the speaker to linger in the dark and cold 

suggests that nature is both a tempting and a threatening force. However moral compass is 

stronger than the natural force. It makes the speaker do the right choice. 

  The line, “ Whose woods these are I think I know” (84)  shows the possessiveness of the 

speaker. It is  clear that there's no one there to actually stop the speaker from trespassing. The 

owner’s “house is in the village,”  meaning “he will not see” the speaker(84). While this owner 

may think the woods belong to him, the speaker is standing there to watch his woods  “fill[ing] 

up with snow” (84)  in  the land owner’s absence. Primitive impulse of owning other’s 

possessions is underlined . The speaker begins by wondering "whose woods" he   is passing 

through. This demonstrates a concern with ownership and legal rights to land: the woods are not 

merely the woods but someone's woods. It focuses a special significance of ownership in the 

speaker's world and also emphasizes the trespassing in other’s territory. However the conscience 

of the poet does not allow him to linger and forces to choose the path of   duty to fulfill his 

promises. 

Though the speaker is drawn to the woods as  the poem subtly suggests, would like to 

stay there longer to simply watch the falling snow. However  various responsibilities prevent his  

lingering anymore. The speaker is caught in ambivalence to choose  between duty to others and 

those irritating “promises to keep” (84)  and his or her wish to stay in the dark and lovely woods. 

The poem can thus be read as reflection on  a broader conflict between moral obligations and 

individual’s desires.This tension between responsibility and desire is clearest in the final stanza. 

Although “the woods are lovely,” (84) the speaker has other important things to attend. It is very 

unusual that the speaker has stopped to gaze at someone else’s forest filling with snow. Indeed, 

the fact that the speaker’s horse which is suggestive of conscience “thinks  it queer”—even a 

“mistake”. It implies that  speaker’s world is guided by clear conscience. He is not the person 

who will be tempted by attractions . However much the speaker might like to stay in the “dark 

and deep” (84) woods, then, he or she must continue on.He gives priority to promises. It happens 
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more out of moral obligation than social ones. In the absence of social forces in the darkest 

evening of night, the strong conscience and ego help the speaker to follow his promises. 

Throughout the poem, the speaker seems to be stuck in ambivalence  between moral  

obligations and nature’s lovely, dark and deep attraction. Though the speaker reflects on the 

possibilities offered by each, he is bound by the restrictions of conscience. Moral and societal 

obligations restrict speaker’s free will.The compelling pulls of responsibility dominate the 

individual’s desire.Thus study of the poem in the light of Freud’s concept of mind and its 

working on three levels; id, ego and superego shows. The first stanza of the poem is the 

manifestation of the working of id; the primitive part of mind. The second stanza stands for 

conscience which follows all the moral and social rules and is controlled by superego. The final 

stanza stands for the rational and pragmatic choice made by the ego which works as the 

balancing factor between extreme primitivism of id and extreme conscience of superego. 

Woods are lovely, dark and deep 

But I have promises to keep 

And miles to go before I sleep 

And miles to go before I sleep(84) 

Finally speaker confesses that the woods are lovely, dark and deep and he is attracted towards 

wood. However he chooses the path of responsibility than temporal attraction. He is sure that this 

path will lead him to his final destination, “And miles to go before I sleep"(84)   

In contrast to the instinctual id and the moral superego, the ego is the rational, pragmatic 

part of our personality. It is less primitive than the id and is partly conscious and partly 

unconscious. It’s what Freud considered to be the “self,” and its job is to balance the demands of 

the id and superego in the practical context of reality. Your ego would mediate the conflict 

between your id (“I want to watch the woods  filling up with snow”) and superego (“Is there 

some mistake”) and decides to go miles and mile before I sleep. While this may mean you have 

to give priority to responsibilities, which would frustrate your id. your ego decides to make that 

sacrifice as part of the compromise. This choice satisfies the moral drive of the speaker also 

avoiding an unpleasant social situation and potential feelings of shame. 
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Nation as Disintegrated and Confused
Place in Saadat Hasan Manto’s

‘Toba Tek Singh’

Dr. Ujwala Vijay Patil

Abstract
Notion of place and nation is always connected to the identity of

the person.Home is a place to which a lot of warm sentiments are
attached. Home is a place  to which a lot of warm sentiments are
attached.Home is a kind of fixed placewhere one finds warmth, love,
security and sense of belongingness. However partition has changed
the concept of home and belonging foe the people who were strongly
rooted in the soil of mother-land.The exile because of partition  due to
decisions taken by policy makers is beyond the imagination of millions
of common people on both the sides. It is forced exile which causes
not only the loss of geographical places but of psychological space. It
affects the sensibility of exiled to fill him with the sense of not
belonging. Saadat Hasan Manto’s story ‘Toba Tek Singh’depicts the
disintegration and confusion about the notion of nation and place in
the time of partition period through the mentality of lunatics.The
story underlines what lunatics can understand is not perceived by
the wise policy makers.The present paper tries to focus on the
disintegration and confusion  of notion of nation on the background
of partition.

Notion of place and nation is always connected to the
identity of the person. Home is a place to which a lot of warm
sentiments are attached. Home is a place  to which a lot of
warm sentiments are attached.Home is a kind of fixed
placewhere one finds warmth, love, security and sense of
belongingness. However partition has changed the concept of
home and belonging foe the people who were strongly rooted
in the soil of motherland. The exile because of partition  due
to decisions taken by policy makers is beyond the imagination
of millions of common people on both the sides. It is forced
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exile which causes not only the loss of geographical places
but of psychological space. It affects the sensibility of exiled to
fill him with the sense of not belonging. Saadat Hasan Manto’s
story ‘Toba Tek Singh’ depicts the disintegration and confusion
about the notion of nation and place in the time of partition
period through the mentality of lunatics.The story underlines
what lunatics can understand is not perceived by the wise
policy makers.

After three tiers of partition, it was decided to exchange
the lunatics. The muslim lunatics will be sent to pakistan and
Hindu lunatics to Hindustani asylums. Lunatics even don’t
have idea what is Hindustan and what is Pakistan.One of
muslim lunatics asks his friend, “ Maulavi Sahab, what is this
Pakistan?”. He answered, “ It is a place in Hindustan where
they make cut throat razors.” Sikh lunatic asked another Sikh,
“ Sardarji, why are you being sent to Hindustan?”(p.37)
Through the overheard discussions of officials they knew only
one thing that there was a man named Mahammad Ali Jinnah
whom people called Quad-e-azam, the leader.He had created
new land for muslims called Pakistan.

There was a Sikh named Bishen Singh in the asylum who
had been there for the past fifteen years. He was a landlord
from the place called Toba Tek Singh. He was very keen about
listening discussions in the asylum about Hindustan, Pakistan
and exchange of lunatics. He began to ask other lunatics where
Toba Tek Singh, the place he came from was. But nobody knew
whether it was in Pakistan or Hindustan.They were confused
how the places in Hindustan turned into places in Pakistan
overnight.

The procedure of exchange of lunatics was really
ridiculous and meaningless.It was really ridiculous  that what
lunatics could understand was not being understood by wise
people.For lunatics Hindustan and Pakistan were imaginary
places.At the time of exchange Bishen Singh’s turn came and
the concerned officials on the other side of the border began
to enter his name in the register he asked, “ Where is Toba Tek
Singh?...in Pakistan or Hindustan?” Toba Tek Singh has become
metaphor for the utter absurdity and mindlessness of process
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of partition. Lunatics are disturbed by the idea of partition
and feeling of loss and notbelonging. They don’t want to go
either in Pakistan or Hindustan. One of the lunatics declares,
“I’d rather live on this tree”

The story of Toba Tek Singh is the story of place and feeling
of uprootedness. The security attached to the notion of place
is very important. Getting exiled from the land of origin is a
deep and unbearable trauma for Bishen Singh .  For him place
is as important as his existence and identity. It is a part of his
whole being and consciousness. How can he be separated and
exiled from it? He has, as if, become one with the place. So in
the end Bishen Singh declares, “Toba Tek Singh is here!” and
falls down dead. It emphasizes the importance of place and
home in human being’s life. It is the story of exile, forced exile
due to partition. Though Bishen Sigh is lunatic, he had not
lost the sense of place and belongingness.

Belongingness to the place and location is very important
aspect of existence and identity. Place is where you live and
grow. Ifuprooted, itcreates the sense of nowhereness,the state
of suspension like trishanku, neither here nor there.Hanging
in between makes people rootless and sans identity. Insuch
circumstances just imagination of displacement creates tension
among the lunatics in asylum. It is not just physical
displacement but mental displacement which confuses them
about what is Pakistan and what is Hindustan.Before partition
Hindustan was the dwelling place of their families and
ancestors. It was not just the physical or geographical territory
but it is a need for belonging to an identity rooted in the land
of origin. The idea of separation from home and homeland is
unbearable to the lunatics from both the side. So the actual
process of exchange of lunatics become very complicated and
tough for the officials on the both the sides. The end of the
story highlights how badly the lives are affected by the decision
of partition.

Exchange was finalised and lunatics only knew that the
new place is unknown and dangerous. Once they lived
peacefully. They don’t want to lose the warmth and comfort of
the place of origin.Bishen Singh is the representative of the
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love for place of origin. When the time of handover comes, he
refuses to move an inch from the spot on which he is standing
like a solid rock. He gives up his life on the border of no man’s
land dividing the two countries.
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                                                                           Table 4 

Assessment Criteria and Methodology for College Librarian   

Sr. 
No. 

Activity 
Grading Criteria 

Percentage 
Obtained 

Grade  
Claimed 

Grade  
Verified 

1. Regularity of attending library   

      
஺

஻
𝑋100 = -------    % 

Where  A: Total no. of days attended 
             B: Total no. of days expected to attend 

While attending in the library, the individual is 
expected to undertake,  inter  alia, following items of 
work: 

 Library Resource and Organization and 
maintenance of books, journals and reports. 

 Provision of Library reader services such as 
literature retrieval services to researchers and 
analysis of report. 

 Assistance towards updating institutional website 

 

Good  
 

 

Grading Criteria: Good -90% and above,  Satisfactory- Below 90% but 80% and above  
                                Not satisfactory- Less than 80% -  

2. Conduct of seminars/workshops 
related to library activity or on 

specific books or genre of books. 

No. of Activities Grade Claimed Grade Verified Page No. 

1.National   
 
 
 

Good  
 

 
 
 

Good 

 

2.State   

3.Institute  04  

Grading Criteria:  
Good – 1 National level seminar / workshop + 1 State / institution level  Workshop / Seminar. 
Satisfactory – (i) 1 National level seminar/ workshop or (ii)1 state level seminar / workshop + 1 institution     
level seminar/ workshop or (iii) 4 institution seminar / workshop. 
Unsatisfactory – Not falling in above two categories. 

3. 
Computerized database Yes/ No Grade Claimed Grade Verified Page No. 

If library has a 
computerized database 

then OR 
Yes  

            Good  
 

  Good    

 

If library does not have a 
computerized database 

  

Grading Criteria: Good – 100% of physical books and journals in computerized database. 
Satisfactory – At least 99% of physical books and journals in computerized database. 
Unsatisfactory – Not falling under good or satisfactory. 
  OR 
Good – 100% Catalogue database made up to date, Satisfactory-   90% catalogue database made up to 
date, Unsatisfactory - Catalogue database not upto mark. 
 (To be verified in random by the CAS Promotion Committee) 
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4. 

Checking inventory and  
extent of missing books 

Grade Claimed Grade Verified Page No. 

Good  
 

  

  

  Grading Criteria:  Good : Checked inventory and missing books less than 0.5%  
Satisfactory - Checked inventory and missing books less than  1%  
Unsatisfactory - Did not check inventory Or Checked inventory and missing books 1% or more. 
Note - Checking inventory and extent of missing books with norms of UGC & Sate Govt. as well as 
Particular University 

5. Activity Yes / 
No 

Grade 
Claimed 

Grade  
Verified 

Page  
No. 

(i) Digitisation of books database in institution 
having no computerized database. 
(Digitisation of Thesis / Manuscripts / Question 
Paper / College Magazine / Paper Cuttings etc.) 

Yes 

Good  
 

Good  
 

 

(ii) Promotion of library network.   

(iii) Systems in place for dissemination of 
information relating to books and other resources. 

Yes  

(iv) Assistance in college administration and 
governance related work including work done 
during admissions, examinations and 
extracurricular activities. 

   Yes  

(v) Design and offer short-term courses for users. No  

(vi) Publications of at least one research paper in 
UGC approved journals. 

No  

Grading Criteria: Good : Involved in any two activities,  Satisfactory : At least one activity 
 Not Satisfactory: Not involved/ undertaken any of the activities. 
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